18                      RELIGIOUS COURTSHIP.
Fo. Sist. Do then; I think that will be very well.
[The next evening the two sisters and this young gentleman walking in the garden, as was usual after supper, and talking of several indifferent things, a servant brings the eldest sister a letter, which made some little stop in their walk. She opened it, and read it; and he finding her colour change a little in the reading, stepped up to her; says he, What's the matter, sister ? (for he always called her sister;) you have no bad news, I hope ? Truly, says she, one way 'tis no bad news, and another way 'tis. And turning to her sister, she says, Sir James is dead. He was a little concerned to hear some of the family was dead, lest it should grieve his mistress. But she, without any appearance of trouble, returned, Well, since 'tis the disposal of Providence, I am not grieved; for my aunt is delivered from one of the worst good husbands that ever a sober woman had. He took hold of that word presently, and still directing his speech to his sister, said, Worst good husbands! What mystery is that ? Why truly, says the sister, the thing is too true. Sir James was a very good husband in his humour, and in several other things; but my lady had a dreadful life with him. Why, says he, that may be very true ; a man may be a very good husband in one thing, and be very unkind in another; 'tis owing much to the disagreement of tempers. The young lady's sister was disappointed in his answer; for she expected he would have inquired into the particulars, but he put it off as a thing that did not concern him much; at which the youngest sister looked at her, and smiled, which was as much as to tell her that she had found now that what she had told her was true; namely,